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To our friends and neighbors, 

Spring is our favorite season at the EvergreenHealth Foundation because 
it’s when we host the Evergreen Gala, our annual fundraiser to benefit our 
community-owned hospital. This year’s Gala was particularly special. We 
celebrated the 25th Anniversary of the signature event and broke our fundraising 
goal, with guests giving $1.65 million to support comprehensive services at 
EvergreenHealth! Please accept our sincere gratitude for your generous support.   

While some details of the event have changed over the past 25 years, the heart 
of this gathering stays true: Community support that nurtures meaningful 
growth at EvergreenHealth. 

It’s a legacy that began in 2002. Longtime EvergreenHealth champion, the late 
Gloria Leonidas, chaired the inaugural event that gathered about 400 grateful 
patients, devoted providers and local business leaders. Guests enjoyed an 
evening of champagne, live music, fine dining and an energetic auction to help 
establish a Level 3 Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at EvergreenHealth, the 
first NICU east of Lake Washington. We’ve seen the power of compassionate, 
patient-centered care as the fragile newborns cared for at the EvergreenHealth 
NICU grow into children and young adults who bring light to our community.  

In many ways, the first Evergreen Gala set a strong precedent for major giving 
that helps our hospital grow to fulfill community needs. The philosophy of 
giving for impact is something local philanthropists Chris and Margery Yetman 
of Woodinville have adopted. With their support, EvergreenHealth was able 
to purchase two new MRI machines and expand and modernize the intensive 
care unit during the COVID-19 pandemic—two monumental investments that 
strengthened patient care at the hospital. Learn more about their philosophy 
on philanthropy on page 6.  

Our goal is always to build bridges between the hospital and community 
philanthropists to bring meaningful advancements to patient care and 
community well-being. The stories of EvergreenHealth patients, like Sammamish 
resident Kirstin Greig, are proof that local giving for local health care works. Turn 
to page 4 to learn more about how the care she received at the EvergreenHealth 
Halvorson Cancer Care Center left her stronger than before her diagnosis. 

As the rain gives way to late spring sun over EvergreenHealth, I can’t help but feel 
optimistic about the future. Thank you for helping our hospital grow. 

With heartfelt gratitude,
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Join us on October 23 for 
the Meaningful Medicine 
Luncheon benefiting 
EvergreenHealth Hospice 
Care featuring guest 
speaker Allison Massari

2026 Evergreen Gala surpasses 
fundraising goal at $1.65 million
The Silver Soirée celebrated 25 years of 
philanthropy and community impact
This year’s Evergreen Gala, presented by Bellevue Healthcare, reflected on 
25 years of community philanthropy and raised $1.65 million to benefit 
enhanced technology and comprehensive services at our community-
owned hospital, beating our fundraising goal. 

The April 24 event kicked off with an elegant reception and silent auction 
where guests mingled while enjoying high-end appetizers, cocktails and 
local wines provided by Silver Soirée hosts, The SOMM Hotel and Spa.

EvergreenHealth leaders, including former CEOs Dr. Jeff Tomlin and 
Bob Malte, took the stage during the live program to reflect on how Gala 
giving helped build the award-winning hospital we know today. Guests 
enjoyed a family-style dinner prepared by The SOMM’s executive chef 
Maximillian Petty, perfectly paired wines from Baer Winery and a lively 
auction led by emcee Michelle Millman and auctioneer Matt Lorch, bidding 
on exclusive experiences, trips and more throughout the night. The evening 
ended with music from Rock and Roll Hall of Fame DJ Marco Collins.  

We are grateful to our guests, sponsors and partners for making the 25th 
Anniversary Gala one to remember. Together, we will continue working 
to meet the health care needs of our growing community and create a 
brighter future for generations to come.
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Mark your calendar for October 23 for the 2026 Meaningful Medicine Luncheon. 
This afternoon event will bring the community together to hear an inspirational 
talk on the power of kindness, courage and resilience to benefit compassionate 
end-of-life care at EvergreenHealth Hospice Care Center.

We’re proud to host Allison Massari as our 2026 keynote speaker. The survivor 
of two traumatic accidents, Allison is known for motivating her audience to 
harness their inner strength when navigating challenging times. 

Proceeds from the luncheon support EvergreenHealth Hospice’s continued 
mission of providing dignified and compassionate end-of-life care 
for patients and their families. 

Stay updated on the Meaningful Medicine Luncheon by scanning 
the QR code or at www.evergreenhealthfoundation.com/
meaningful-medicine-luncheon.
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HHealth and wellness have always been a priority for 
Sammamish resident Kirstin Greig. So it came as a shock 
when the yoga instructor, nonsmoker and executive chef-
owner of Heirloom Catering was diagnosed with stage IV 
lung cancer in January 2023.

At one time, Kirstin’s specific type of cancer had a sobering 
prognosis of just 3 to 12 months. But thanks to recent 
advancements in cancer treatment, her exceptional oncology 
team and a positive mindset, Kirstin is still thriving three 
years post-diagnosis. 

“EvergreenHealth is a culture of the best and the brightest, 
and the best and the brightest is going to attract the best 
and the brightest,” Kirstin said. “If I’m going to have cancer, 
this is where I need to be.” 

Within days of her diagnosis, Kirstin started a once-daily 
chemotherapy medication. For 18 months, this regimen 
slowed her cancer progression. In July 2024 routine imaging 
revealed the tumor had grown and it was time for radiation. 
Kirstin was apprehensive, until she met radiation oncologist, 
Michael Hunter, MD, and learned more about the linear 
accelerator and all it could do. 

“We’ve become a surgeon with an x-ray beam without cutting 
a patient,” Dr. Hunter said.

The linear accelerator is used to perform a procedure called 
stereotactic body radiotherapy (SBRT), which can deliver 
higher doses of radiation and allow higher cure rates in 
fewer sessions than past forms of radiation. The linear 
accelerator works by radiating with exceptional precision, 
destroying the malignant tumor but preserving the skin, 
tissues and organs that surround it.

In 2022, a group of donors gifted EvergreenHealth with 
an advanced linear accelerator and updated the existing 
machine. Today, EvergreenHealth has two linear accelerators 
with enhanced capabilities, giving radiation oncology 
patients like Kirstin access to top-of-the-line treatment and 
technology, close to home.  

Bringing quality of life to cancer treatment
Kirstin recalled the first time she saw the linear accelerator—
it looked like a “five-headed octopus-monster,” she said. 
Quieter than an MRI, less invasive than surgery and with 
fewer side effects than traditional radiation, Kirstin’s 
encounters with the linear accelerator were mostly 
uneventful—but the outcomes were remarkable.  

After five sessions, the tumor in Kirstin’s left lung that led 
to her initial diagnosis was obliterated and has not returned. 
When imaging later revealed the cancer spread to her brain, 
Kirstin revisited the linear accelerator for another round of 
radiation. All signs point to success there, too, but her battle 
against cancer continues. 

Demonstrating the strength of the EvergreenHealth and 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center partnership, Kirstin 
joined a clinical trial for precision therapy that targets the 
genetic mutation on her specific type of cancer. She is among 
just 60 people in the world enrolled in the trial. 

Throughout her cancer journey, Kirstin’s mindset shifted 
from the passive role of a cancer patient to becoming a 
partner in her own recovery. She adopted a rigorous daily 
wellness routine to fortify her mind and body in her battle 
against cancer, and she’s started to share her story. 

“I feel like it really gave me my power back,” 
Kirstin said.

From patient to partner: 
The transformative power of gratitude in cancer care

Throughout her cancer journey, Kirstin’s mindset shifted from the passive 
role of a cancer patient to becoming a partner in her own recovery. 
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How philanthropy 
enhanced cancer care 
at EvergreenHealth
Over the past 25 years, the generosity 

of grateful patients has elevated 

the quality and scope of oncology 

care at EvergreenHealth. In 2011, 

the comprehensive EvergreenHealth 

Halvorson Cancer Care Center was 

established by a transformative 

gift from the now-deceased Elling 

Halvorson and his wife, Barbara. 

The following year, EvergreenHealth 

and the renowned Fred Hutchinson 

Cancer Center in Seattle established 

a clinical partnership on the Eastside. 

This partnership gives local patients 

like Kirstin access to cutting-edge 

research and specialists like her 

medical oncologist, Adam Diehl, MD, 

without having to make the trek 

to Seattle. 

Kirstin was featured in our 
2026 Gala video. Scan and 

watch to hear her story.
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EvergreenHealth donors share their 
philanthropy philosophy: ‘It’s about caring’

WWoodinville residents Chris and Margery Yetman have always been compelled to serve their community. Whether through 
volunteering or philanthropic giving, their purpose has been to do what they can to ease the burden of others. 

Roughly thirty years ago, when Chris and Margery were the parents of three young daughters, their giving was modest—
$25 here, $50 there—as they worked up to their goal of donating 10% of their annual income to charitable causes. 

Over time, the family income grew as Chris’s career advanced, but that 10% target stayed the same. Before long, the 
family’s philanthropy outpaced their wildest expectations. They began to consider how, if they focused on a few causes, 
their giving could really move the needle. 
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The EvergreenHealth difference: 
Compassionate care, clinical excellence
The family landed in the Seattle area in 2009 after 
relocating three times for Chris’s career as a technology 
industry executive. For years, they were in and out of 
hospitals for Margery and their youngest daughter, both of 
whom had multiple health issues. 

In their experience, most hospitals operated like a machine: 
Patient admitted, treatment dispensed, patient discharged. 
This is why their early interactions with EvergreenHealth 
were so profound—you could feel the difference. 

“This is why we love EvergreenHealth, 
because it’s about caring,” Chris said. 

After moving to the Seattle area, Margery developed 
chronic spinal problems, which became severe in 2015 and 
required more care. The first physician she saw wanted to 
perform an invasive surgery that would have put her in a 
back brace for a year. 

Margery sought a second opinion from EvergreenHealth 
spine surgeon Mark Freeborn, MD. She knew after her first 
consultation that she was in the right place.   

“I don’t know where I’d be now if I hadn’t finally been sent 
to see him,” Margery said.

Since then, Margery has had four surgeries with Dr. 
Freeborn, who also serves as Chief Medical Officer of 
EvergreenHealth Medical Group. Chris and Margery 
developed a deep appreciation for the compassionate care 
and commitment to clinical excellence at EvergreenHealth. 

“You cannot pay people to care,” Chris said. “So, when 
people do care, it’s something you notice.” 

How major gifts drive 
transformative impact 
Chris and Margery connected with the EvergreenHealth 
Foundation in early 2020, while the world was in the throes 
of the global COVID-19 pandemic and EvergreenHealth was 
at the center of the first community-based outbreak in the 
nation. The resilience of the frontline health care workers 
and the importance of community health care came into 
sharp focus during the pandemic. 

In light of these momentous events, Chris and Margery 
wanted to give back in a bigger way.  

“If you want to make a difference in anything in life, you 
focus on it. Giving is no different,” Chris said. “You don’t 
build new hospital wings with just $5 gifts.” 

The family built philanthropic partnerships with two not-
for-profit health care organizations. They chose one with a 
global focus, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, and one 
with a local focus, EvergreenHealth Foundation. 

Their pivot to supporting the greatest needs of 
EvergreenHealth has brought transformative changes to our 
community-owned hospital. 

Their first major gift was in 2020, when Chris and Margery 
invested in the modernization and expansion of the 
EvergreenHealth Intensive Care Unit (ICU). It was the first 
major update to the ICU since it opened in 1979. Their gift 
facilitated the construction of a new floor with state-of-
the-art technology, a more welcoming family room and a 
dedicated lounge for staff to recharge. 

Chris and Margery soon learned community-based 
philanthropy goes deeper than the visible changes to the 
hospital. It’s a way of uplifting friends, family and neighbors 
in challenging times. Chris recalls a story from a family 
friend: While sitting in the ICU family room, waiting for an 
update on a loved one, she saw Chris and Margery’s name 
on a plaque recognizing them for their philanthropy; it 
brought her comfort. 

continued on page 8
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Nurturing a culture of 
philanthropy at EvergreenHealth
Physician & APP Circle
EvergreenHealth Foundation’s Physician & APP Circle is a group of active and retired 
physicians and advanced practice providers who promote EvergreenHealth’s culture of 
philanthropy through annual giving. Support via the Physician & APP Circle ensures that 
EvergreenHealth continues to be at the forefront of health care for our growing community.

If you are a physician or an 
advanced practice provider and 
would like more information on 
joining the Physician & APP Circle 
of Giving, please scan the QR code.

Sean Adelman, MD

Andrew Barbour, MD

Daniel Burdick, MD

Tony Chen, MD

Angela Chien, MD

Camille Clinton, MD

Michael Codsi, MD

Brian Dial, MD

Mark Freeborn, MD

Adrielle Fry, MD

Oscar Gonzalez, MD

Avi Goodman, MD

Ronald Gregush, MD

Ryder Gwinn, MD

Dustin Hayward, MD

Danielle Henderson, MD

Michael Hunter, MD

Stephanie Hsu, MD

Marion Johnson, MD

Lindy Klaff, MD

Yung Lee, DO

David Likosky, MD

Patrick Maher, MD

Phil May, MD

Michael Mena, MD

Brendon Moodley, MD

Ettore Palazzo, MD 

Raymond Park, MD 

Komal Patil-Sisodia, MD 

Adam Rothenberg, MD 

Marco Salazar, MD 

Adam Sangeorzan, MD 

Jason Talavera, MD 

Eric Taylor, MD 

Andrew Thurman, MD 

Scott VanAppledorn, MD 

Hope Wechkin, MD 

Susan Whang, MD 

Joseph Woodward, MD

“Someone you love is going to receive care from EvergreenHealth,” Chris 
said, “so why wouldn’t you like to invest in a piece of that?” 

In 2024, Chris and Margery gave seed funding that helped with the 
purchase of two new MRI machines for EvergreenHealth. A new 1.5T MRI 
was installed in late 2025. A 3T MRI, which produces higher resolution 
imaging, is projected to be ready for patient imaging in early 2027.

“A 3T MRI will elevate our capabilities across the health 
system, opening the doors for more sophisticated imaging 
and treatment options at EvergreenHealth,” said 
Dr. Freeborn. “It is transformative for our patients.”  

Philanthropy that builds a legacy
Chris and Margery have also expanded their involvement with their 
philanthropic partners, with Chris serving on the Professional Advisory 
Board for St. Jude’s and Margery serving on the EvergreenHealth 
Foundation Board of Trustees. At the end of their lives, they plan to donate 
a portion of their estate to St. Jude’s and EvergreenHealth Foundation. 

When asked about the core principles that define their approach to 
philanthropy, they both agree. “Our ancestors planted trees that we’re 
now enjoying,” Chris said. “There comes a time when it’s your turn to 
plant some trees.” 



CELEBRATING THE IMPACT OF PHILANTHROPY |  9

MEET EVERGREENHEALTH FINANCE CHAIR JASON HOLLAWAY 

The Board is divided into various committees, one of the most significant being the Finance 
Committee chaired by Jason Hollaway, Senior Vice President of Commercial Banking at Heritage Bank 
Northwest in Bellevue, where he works to help Eastside businesses thrive. 

Jason was drawn to EvergreenHealth’s local focus and community stewardship and joined the Board 
of Trustees in 2022. Two years later, he joined the Finance Committee where he serves as chair and 
treasurer today. 

“The finance committee is responsible for managing donor dollars and making sure 
they are being put to good use,” Jason said. The committee reviews investment 
strategies for endowments, always balancing the need to yield the best possible return 
on the investment while still protecting the principle.

When the hospital goes to make a purchase or invest in a new initiative, the committee 
ensures those funds are ready to go, and helps with annual audits, taxes and other 
money management tasks. 

“This community has been so generous to the EvergreenHealth Foundation, and we 
want to make sure those funds are being put to work in the most meaningful way 
possible,” he said.

A lifelong Eastside resident, Jason and his wife, Kenzie Hollaway, recently welcomed a 
daughter, Georgia, in August 2024 at EvergreenHealth Hospital in Kirkland. 

REINTRODUCING OUR NEWEST TRUSTEE, TIM MCLAUGHLIN
In February, the Board of Trustees confirmed the appointment of longtime EvergreenHealth supporter 
and retired finance professional Tim McLaughlin. If that name looks familiar to you, that’s because it is. 

Tim was an ex officio, or nonvoting, member of the EvergreenHealth Board of Trustees from 
2017-23, where he also served on the Finance Committee. He served on the Board of Trustees 
as a representative of the Board of Commissioners for the Public Hospital District that governs 
EvergreenHealth Hospital in Kirkland. 

Tim, who has lived in Redmond for more than 20 years, was appointed and later elected to the Board 
of Commissioners to represent Sammamish and Redmond residents from 2016-24. Tim chaired the 

board for three years starting in January 2020, through the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic. Before joining the Board of 
Commissioners, Tim served for nine years on the EvergreenHealth Community Advisory Council, a group that works closely 
with the commissioners. 

He opted not to seek reelection in 2024 and spent two years traveling the world with his wife, Priscilla, before joining the 
Board of Trustees in early 2026—this time as a volunteer through the community. 

We know that Tim’s institutional knowledge of EvergreenHealth and commitment to the success of our community-owned 
hospital will benefit our board.  

EvergreenHealth 
Foundation Board of 
Trustees spotlight
The EvergreenHealth Foundation Board of Trustees is comprised 
of more than 20 community volunteers that offer strategic insight 
and oversight for the EvergreenHealth Foundation. The Foundation 
benefits from their collective experience as professionals, community 
members and hospital leaders. 
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Touching the 
tiniest hearts 

The first Evergreen Gala was chaired by 
EvergreenHealth champion and visionary 

philanthropist, the late Gloria Leonidas. 
Hosted at the Bellevue Doubletree in February 
2002, the first Gala raised more than $150,000 to 
help establish a Level 3 Intensive Care Nursery at 
EvergreenHealth, the first neonatal critical care unit 
east of Lake Washington.  

The 400-person guest list featured much of the 
leadership of EvergreenHealth today, including 
neurologist David Likosky, MD; radiation oncologists 
Michael Hunter, MD, and Eric Taylor, MD; and Shelly 
Henderson, director of internal marketing.  

By supporting the greatest needs of EvergreenHealth, 
our first Evergreen Gala planted countless seeds that 
flourish today. Philanthropy drives impact and has 
contributed to EvergreenHealth’s status as a top 50 
hospital nationwide.

The first Evergreen Gala 
Chair, the late Gloria 
Leonidas, pictured with 
her husband, Tom.

2002 Swing into Spring
Our inaugural Spirit of Giving Award was 

granted to the DeYoung Family for their service 
to EvergreenHealth, kicking off a tradition of 

recognizing leaders in our community. Guests of 
the 2006 Gala raised more than $560,000 to establish the 
EvergreenHealth Neurosciences Institute, a comprehensive care 
center that includes the lauded Booth Gardner Parkinson’s Care 
Center and an award-winning stroke care program, beginning a 
legacy of excellence in neurology that continues 20 years on. 

2006

Imagine the possibilities...
The 2008 Gala raised $1 million to expand 
cancer care at EvergreenHealth, including the 

purchase of a mobile mammography unit. The 
comprehensive cancer care center would later be 

named in honor of this year’s Spirit of Giving recipients, 
Elling and Barbara Halvorson, becoming the Halvorson Cancer 
Care Center as we know it today. 

2008

2003

Al and Donna DeYoung accept flowers at the 2003 Gala, 
where they offered a match for donations to benefit 
the EvergreenHealth Emergency Department. 

2012

Barbara and Elling Halvorson, 
in his signature exuberant black-
tie attire, at the 2012 Gala.

From left: 
Former 
EvergreenHealth CEO Bob Malte, Spirit of Giving honorees Mary Kay 
and Mike Hallman and supporter Lucy DeYoung at the 2010 Gala.

2010

Looking back on 25 years of 
impact at the Evergreen Gala

Garden 
Party

Esplendor 
de España Eastside Story



CELEBRATING THE IMPACT OF PHILANTHROPY |  11

Spring Soirée
Guests of the 2025 Gala will 

be remembered for raising a 
record-setting $2.2 million for 

EvergreenHealth’s community 
programs, specifically the forensic nursing 
program, behavioral health and hospice care. 
Barb Jensen, RN, was honored with the Spirit 
of Giving Award for her lifetime of service, 
including stewarding the hospital through the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

A Grand Reunion 
After two years of virtual 

fundraisers due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 

community gathered to celebrate 
and support radiation oncology at the 
EvergreenHealth Halvorson Cancer Care 
Center. Guests raised $1.3 million to upgrade 
the hospital’s existing linear accelerator      
and purchase a second linear accelerator to 
enhance this treatment option for radiation 
oncology patients. Turn to page 4 to learn how 
access to this precision technology improved 
outcomes for EvergreenHealth cancer patients 
like Kirstin Greig. 

Run for the Roses 
The community donned their Kentucky Derby hats and 

raised $1.4 million to purchase the stroke biplane, an 
advanced imaging technology for neurosurgery. The biplane 

has been transformative for stroke care at EvergreenHealth, 
enabling neurosurgeons to remove or dissolve blood clots, treat 
aneurysms and more. The biplane helps EvergreenHealth neurosurgeons 
to practice their most exceptional medicine, helping reverse the effects of 
stroke and preventing death or disability for countless patients. 
“I woke up as a fully recovered miracle,” said Woodinville resident 
Tom Chirichigno, whose stroke was treated using the biplane at 
EvergreenHealth. 
In 2019, Evergreen Gala guests raised an additional $1 million to outfit 
neurosurgical operating rooms with state-of-the-art technology. In 2022, 
EvergreenHealth was certified as a comprehensive stroke center, the highest 
national standard for stroke care. 

Under the Big Top 
More than 650 guests gathered under the big white tent 

at Marymoor Park in Redmond, reveling in circus acrobatics 
and bidding to benefit EvergreenHealth’s Acute Rehabilitation 

Unit, the Eastside’s 14-bed inpatient rehabilitation unit. The 
event surpassed its goal, raising $1.25 million to develop a specialized 
“home transition room” to help patients recovering from a serious illness, 
injury or hospitalization by simulating a home environment. 

2014

2016

2018

2022

2025

The biplane purchased by 2018 
Gala donors transformed stroke 
care at EvergreenHealth.

Evening on 
the Savannah
Matt Lorch has supported 
the Evergreen Gala as both 
an emcee and auctioneer 
since 2016.

EvergreenHealth CEO Ettore Palazzo, MD, 
presents the Spirit of Giving Award to Barb 
Jensen, RN, at the 2025 Gala.

For a quarter-century, EvergreenHealth Foundation has gathered hospital 
leaders, philanthropic partners and other changemakers in our community for 
an evening to remember at the Evergreen Gala—the Foundation’s signature 
event. We reflect on 25 years of moments, milestones and impact. 



Together we invest in care that impacts 
you and your family and serves the 
greatest needs of our diverse, growing 
community. As a not-for-profit, 
public hospital district, your support 
makes all the difference. Explore 
how your gift can advance the health 
and well-being of our community at 
evergreenhealthfoundation.com.
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